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LOVE2READ CAFE 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.07 am]: I am pleased to inform the 

house about the success of the Love2Read Cafe, a wonderful initiative of the State Library of Western Australia 

as part of the National Year of Reading 2012. The Love2Read Cafe was open from 20 January until 26 February, 

and estimates indicate that it attracted more than 3 000 visitors. The State Library’s Love2Read Cafe is based on 

the Bryant Park Reading Room model in New York. The original reading room in Bryant Park was set up in 

August 1935 during the Great Depression. It aimed to give the unemployed somewhere to go during the day and 

the opportunity to access free reading materials without having to become a member of a library. The Bryant 

Park Reading Room concept has evolved since then, and now the space is a bright, friendly and engaging 

outdoor area that holds many different activities. The State Library looked carefully at this model and decided 

that it would be beneficial to try to create something similar in the Perth Cultural Centre. The National Year of 

Reading provided the impetus to do so. 

The Love2Read Cafe featured bright and colourful outdoor cushions, chairs and tables where new and pre-loved 

books for all ages and interests, magazines and newspapers are made available for browsing or borrowing. The 

McCusker Charitable Foundation provided $15 000 for the cafe’s infrastructure. In addition, the Love2Read 

Cafe also provided a range of programs and events suitable for diverse audiences. Some of the featured events 

included author talks, children’s activities, word-game afternoons, screenings of classic films based on books, 

and live music. The Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority pledged financial support of $20 000 for the cafe’s 

programs and activities. 

The State Library of Western Australia is a founding partner in the National Year of Reading 2012. The aim of 

the campaign is to link together all the great things that are already happening with books, reading and literacy 

and to give them an extra boost with inspirational programs and events that will take place across the country. 

According to the United Nations Development Program Report, Australia has a literacy rate of 99 per cent; that 

is, 99 per cent of Australians have the ability to read or write. However, our understanding of literacy has 

deepened. A recent Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development study on literacy assessed a 

number of facets, including prose and document literacy, numeracy, problem solving and health literacy. This 

study found that 46 per cent of Australian adults displayed skill levels below the minimum required to meet the 

complex demands of everyday life and work. This means that they may not be able to read newspapers, follow a 

recipe, make sense of timetables or understand the instructions on a medicine bottle. The National Year of 

Reading 2012 is about children learning to read and keen readers finding new sources of inspiration. It is about 

supporting reading initiatives while respecting the oral tradition of storytelling. It is about helping people 

discover and rediscover the magic of books. Most of all, it is about Australians becoming a nation of readers. 

Encouraging a belief in the positive power of reading, alongside giving free access to books and the inspiration 

they provide for struggling and reluctant readers, is a significant step towards turning us into a nation of readers, 

and helping change these shocking literacy statistics. The Love2Read Cafe is an initiative that brings together 

many of the key elements just mentioned. The State Library has received extremely positive feedback from local 

and international visitors. I encourage members of the house and the wider community to visit the Love2Read 

Cafe when it reopens in the Perth Cultural Centre in October. 

 


